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OHAPTBE  XV.

1839-1840.

GROTE'S motion on the Ballot was once more brought
forward this year, not so much because he hoped for any
success, as because some members wished for the opportunity
of voting in favour of it, in order to satisfy their constituents.
Nevertheless, the speech of 1839 was declared nowise inferior
to his former efforts. The flatness of the debate itself was
incontestable, insomuch that scarcely a soul called to say a
word to me respecting it; a melancholy contrast with previous
occasions, when the whole corps of Badicals were wont to
come and pour out their congratulations in Eccleston Street.

The summer of 1839 was ruined, for us at least, by an
untoward event. The Carlow Election Committee (for de-
ciding the contest between Messrs. Bruce and G-isborne)
nominated G-rote as its chairman; the Committee sat for no
less than eleven weeks (reaching into the month of August),
daring which period he never once left town, except on a
Sunday. I must here remark that the scrupulous impartiality
with which G-rote conducted the inquiry, was complained of,
and in no measured terms, by the Whig party. " With any
other chairman," it was said, "the Carlow Committee would
have been up in a fortnight"

When, at length, Grote became freed from this toilsome
and thankless duty, he found himself under the obligation of
giving close attention to the management of the banking-
house ; his friend and partner, William Prescott, taking,
with his newly-wedded wife, a holiday on the Continent, for
six weeks. On his return, we ourselves set forth on a tour
in Belgium (on the 22nd of October); we passed about three
weeks among the old cities of Flanders, visiting the works of
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